 CITY OF WAVERLY

181 NORTH PEARL STREET

WAVERLY, ILLINOIS

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR MEETING OCTOBER 07, 2025 AT 7:00 P.M.
1. Call to Order and Roll Call.
Mayor Baines called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Present were: Alderman Duewer, Alderman Houchens, Alderman Lyons, Alderman Nagel, Alderwoman Robinette and Alderman Smith.
Mayor Baines asked for a moment of silence to be observed to honor former Mayor Ernie Cleveland.
1. Pledge of Allegiance
2. Comments from the Floor
Barry & Anna Austin – the Austin’s reported that the landscaping project had been completed and they thanked the City for their assistance in allowing the project to move forward.  The Austin’s also requested a decision on the sale of City property adjacent to their land and the item will be on the November agenda.
Gidget Freeberg, representing the Waverly Public Library, introduced the names of two (2) new Library Board members who are: Donna Bettis and Chris Harris.  Alderman Smith moved, second by Alderman Lyons to accept both as new members.  Alderman Duewer, Alderman Houchens, Alderman Lyons, Alderman Nagel, Alderwoman Robinette and Alderman Smith all voted aye.
Valerie Beeman approached the Council concerning a phone call with Chief Berola.  The matter was discussed and the issue taken care of.  There still exists a concern regarding traffic on South Miler Street which the City is exploring several ways to address.

3. Treasure’s Report

Treasurer Stewart report.  Ms. Stewart was not present.
4. Approve Open Meeting Minutes from the October 7, 2025 Meeting
Alderman Nagel moved, second by Alderman Duewer to approved the minutes as presented.  Alderman Duewer, Alderman 
Houchens, Alderman Lyons, Alderman Nagel, Alderwoman Robinette and Alderman Smith all voted aye.
5. Approve the Reports of Clerk, Collector, Bookkeeper and Treasurer
Alderman Duewer moved, second by Alderman Nagel to approve all reports as presented.  Alderman Duewer, Alderman Houchens, Alderman Lyons, Alderman Nagel, Alderwoman Robinette and Alderman Smith all voted aye.
6. Pay October Bills Due in November 2025
Alderman Houchens moved, second by Alderman Lyons to approve for payment all bills as presented.  Alderman Duewer, Alderman Houchens, Alderman Lyons, Alderman Nagel, Alderwoman Robinette and Alderman Smith all voted aye.
7. Municipal
On-going discussion.  Discussion and possible action regarding the Illinois Department of Transportation, State Route 104 Project.  On-going discussion.  As of August 2022, IDOT is responsible securing easement signatures.  UPDATE: the City has reached out to State Senators and the Governor’s Office to get funding assistance.  NO NEW MOVEMENT.
Jamie Headen, Benton & Associates - Illinois Rt. 104 project.  Discussion and possible action regarding sale of City property to the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) for the Route 104 project.  AWAITING PRICE FROM IDOT.
Mayor Baines read an email sent by Jamie Headen, Benton and Associates, requesting that IDOT provide a price for the City property which is adjacent to the Route 104 project.  The City is awaiting contact from IDOT.
On-going discussion.  Discussion and possible action regarding reconsideration of the shelter at Salter Park.  The issue is still being discussed.
8. Finance
Discussion and possible approval of liquor license.  Alderman Duewer moved, second by Alderman Nagel to approved the liquor license for Honey’s Grill & Games.  Alderman Duewer, Alderman Houchens, Alderman Lyons, Alderman Nagel, Alderwoman Robinette and Alderman Smith all voted aye.

Discussion and possible approval of City Insurance provided by Reznicek Insurance.  Alderman Nagel moved, second by Alderman Lyons.  Alderman Duewer, Alderman Houchens, Alderman Lyons, Alderman Nagel, Alderwoman Robinette and Alderman Smith all voted aye.
Determination of Estimated Amounts of Money Necessary to be Raised by Taxation for Tax Year 2025.  First reading of the Annual Tax Levy for the City of Waverly.  The Council was asked to review the Levy and to provide items on placement of $2,340.00 which was designated for Fire Protection last year, but is now not necessary due to the new Fire District.  The second reading is scheduled for the November meeting.
9. Parks, Lakes, and Recreation 
No report.
10. Police
Chief Berola report.  Chief Berola reported 81 calls for service with five (5) officers on duty covering 340 service hours.  The printers for the newly enacted E-ticket System are being installed in the police vehicles.  The DVR in the Police Station may need replaced at some point in the future.
Discussion and possible approval to hire a part-time police officer.  Alderman Duewer moved, second by Alderwoman Roboniette to hire Caleb Bourne as a part-time police officer.  Alderman Duewer, Alderman Houchens, Alderman Lyons, Alderman Nagel, Alderwoman Robinette and Alderman Smith all voted aye.
11. Utilities, Streets and Alleys
On-going discussion.  Discussion and possible action regarding implementation of the Advanced Metering Infrastructure Project.  This issue is still being discussed.
Utility Superintendent report.  Mr. Lyons reported a busy month with gas leaks, a water main break and general maintenance projects throughout the City.  Mr. Lyons also presented an idea for concrete abatement at the Sewer Plant.  A proposal will be presented at the November meeting.
12. Zoning
Chairman Houchens report.  The Zoning Committee did not meet in September.
13. Executive Session: (i) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees of the City; and (ii) Pending or threatened litigation affecting the City.
14. Old Business
Discussion and possible action regarding fines for vandalism of City property.  The Police will move forward with action as deemed necessary.
Discussion and possible action regarding sale of City land at Waverly Lake.  The issued will be addressed at the November meeting.
Discussion and possible action regarding recreational vehicles being parked and lived in within City limits.  The issue will be discussed at the November Meeting.
Discussion and possible action regarding water rates for Apple Creek.  A meeting is potentially set for either October 14 or 21 to discuss the issue, as well as being discussed at the November meeting.
Discussion and possible action regarding property at 173 East Prairie pursuant to Court Order No. 2024-OV-6.  The issue will be discussed at the November meeting.
Discussion concerning possible increase/change in natural gas rates/pricing. The issue will be discussed at the November 

meeting.
15. New Business
Discussion and possible action regarding Trick-or-Treat hours (5:30 pm – 8:30 pm) on Friday, October 31, 2025.  Alderwoman Robinette moved, second by Alderman Lyons to approve the Trick-or-Treat hours as presented.   Alderman Duewer, Alderman Houchens, Alderman Lyons, Alderman Nagel, Alderwoman Robinette and Alderman Smith all voted aye.
Discussion and possible action regarding bids for the Turner Farm (December 2025) for renewal March 1, 2026.  The bidding notification and process will move forward.

Discussion and possible action regarding the City Collector work schedule.  Alderman Smith moved, second by Alderwoman Robinette to cease having the City Office open on Saturdays during the collection period (12th through the 24th).  Alderman Duewer, Alderman Houchens, Alderman Lyons, Alderman Nagel, Alderwoman Robinette and Alderman Smith all voted aye.
16. Adjourn:                                                                  
Alderman Houchens moved, second by Alderwoman Robinette to adjourn at 8:16 pm.  Alderman Duewer, Alderman Houchens, Alderman Lyons, Alderman Nagel, Alderwoman Robinette and Alderman Smith all voted aye.
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